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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Chennai

Skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad on
Tuesday said it is “coming togeth-
er slowly” for Chennai Super Kings

after the five-time IPL winners
recorded a second consecu-

tive win, beating Kolkata
Knight Riders by 32 runs

here.
Undergoing a tran-

sition, CSK came into
this contest after a
comprehensive 23-
run win over Delhi
Capitals and pro-
duced another con-
vincing show to
beat KKR and move
one spot up to
eighth in the points
table.

“Slowly, slowly, it
is starting to come
together, I feel,”
Gaikwad told broad-
caster after the
match.

“Everyone kind of
knows what their role

is, which overs and
what lengths to bowl at.

I think they are adjusting
and adapting really well
according to what (the)
team needs.

“As I said, slowly, slowly,
we are getting better and

better and that is a good sign for
us,” he said.

Gaikwad said CSK were aiming
for a total in range of 220 but what
they eventually put on the board
— 192/5 — was also good enough.

“We defended a good score. I
felt it was a par score, given that
the wicket drastically changed
after the first seven or eight overs,”
he said.

“It started spinning a bit, it
started stopping a bit. We were
first looking at 220, 210, but then,
we thought anything around 190,
180 would be a good score and

after that, we just had to get a
good power play in bowling,”
Gaikwad added.

CSK’s win was set up by Noor
Ahmad (4-0-21-3), who broke the
back of KKR’s chase with a flurry
of wickets. The Afghan spinner
said it was important to keep his
fingers dry in the hot and humid
conditions.

“The dew was there, and it was
humid, so (I was trying to) keep my
fingers dry and that helped me a
lot to hit the right areas,” he said.

“I think the ball was not coming
really well to the bat and to get

advantage of that, it was good. I
will keep putting effort to con-
tribute for my team in the coming
matches,” he said.

KKR skipper Ajinkya Rahane
said while his bowlers did a com-
mendable job of keeping CSK
under 200, their batters just could
not get any momentum.

“No real momentum with the
bat, absolutely. I thought with the
ball we (did) really good, 190 
on this wicket was really 
good, especially (when in) the
powerplay they got 70 odd runs,”
Rahane said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Chennai

Kolkata Knight Riders Captain
Ajinkya Rahane has been
fined ̀ 12 lakh for maintained
a slow over-rate during their
IPL match against Chennai
Super Kings here.

Last-placed Kolkata Knight
Riders extended their winless
run this season as they went
down by 32 runs to CSK here
on Tuesday.

“Kolkata Knight Riders
Captain Ajinkya Rahane has
been fined after his team main-

tained a slow over-rate during
Match number 22 of the TATA
Indian Premier League (IPL)
2026 against Chennai Super
Kings at MA Chidambaram
Stadium, Chennai,”  said an IPL
media advisory.

“As this was his team’s
first offence of the season
under Article 2.22 of the IPL’s
Code of Conduct, which per-
tains to minimum over-rate
offences, Rahane was fined
INR 12 lakhs,” it added.

KKR will take on Gujarat
Titans next in Ahmedabad on
Friday.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Chennai

Spinner Noor Ahmad’s match-
winning spell against Kolkata
Knight Riders followed a lengthy
conversation with Chennai Super
Kings icon MS Dhoni in the nets.

The left-arm wrist spinner
from Afghanistan ended with
figures of three for 21 in four
overs, accounting for wickets of
Ajinkya Rahane, Rinku Singh and
Cameron Green in the middle
overs to set up CSK’s
32-run win.

Up till Monday
night, Noor was yet
to make an impact
in the ongoing tour-
nament,  having
taken a solitary
wicket in four
games.

On a pitch offering
little bit of help, Noor
was able to get on
top of the batters. He got rid of
Green with a quicker one into the
stumps that the Australia failed
to connect.

CSK assistant coach Sridharan
Sriram spoke about the work
Noor had put heading into the
game and the chat with Dhoni,
who has not been in action yet
this season due to a calf strain.

“I think it was good, the wicket
helped today, there was a little
bit of boredom for him. The
other wickets were quite flat.
Today, he was a little bit slower
through the air. There was more

side spin on the
ball, and there
was more drop.
So that’s
something
he’s been
working on.

“Even MS
had a long

chat with him during one of
the practice sessions,
getting him to bowl more
leg break. So I think it was
very helpful today and the
results were there to show,”
said Sriram at the post-match
press conference.

Sriram stressed on the impor-
tance of getting deviation off the
pitch for spinners.

“I think to be able to get some
deviation off the surface is very
important. I think that is what
he’s been working on. Everybody
accepts there are going to be

days when the wickets are going
to be very flat.

“But still looking to be aggres-
sive, putting revs on the ball and
getting the ball to spin will def-
initely help him a lot, and that’s
where you can induce mistakes.
Because once you start to get
defensive, then the batters are

going to get on top of you,” he
said.

DEVARCHIT VARMA 
n Mumbai

A struggling Mumbai
Indians will be desper-
ate to resurrect their
Indian Premier League
campaign while
bracing for Rohit
Sharma’s possible
absence against a
rampant Punjab Kings
here on Thursday. Rohit
hobbled off the pitch
after hurting his ham-
string during MI’s previ-
ous clash against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru
here last Sunday.

While it remains to
be seen if the former
skipper is available for
the must-win clash,
Mumbai Indians would
nevertheless need a
collective effort to
come out of the mire
they are in.

For a squad which
promised to have all
bases covered before
the IPL began, Mumbai
Indians have largely
had an underwhelm-
ing campaign even
after they won their
tournament opener for
the first time in 13
seasons. Since their
most recent loss, MI
camp can be trusted to
have gone back to the
drawing board in order
to overcome their pow-
erplay woes which has
been one of the biggest
factors so far.

Including a rain-trun-
cated game against
Rajasthan Royals which
had 3.2 overs of power-
play, Mumbai Indians
have taken a mere three
wickets in the crucial
phase of the first six
overs in four matches.

Mumbai Indians desperate
to resurrect IPL campaign
against unbeaten PBKS
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Two-time Olympic and world cham-
pion Danish badminton great Viktor
Axelsen announced his retirement on
Wednesday, saying that his injury-
ravaged body has told him to “stop”.

The 32-year-old has not competed
since October last year due to a
back problem which had needed
surgery and left him in chronic pain.

“As most people know, I have
been struggling with my back for
quite some time. After I had surgery
in April last year and went through
a long rehabilitation process, I unfor-
tunately had a setback in October,”
Axelsen, a three-time European
champion, told ‘Badminton Europe’.

“Since those tournaments, I have
not been able to play or train at the
level required. I have not been able
to play or train due to pain, and that
is why I am unfortunately forced to
make this extremely difficult deci-
sion,” he said.

Axelsen, who held the world
number one position for 183 weeks
which is the third longest run of all

time, said that with the pain not sub-
siding and doctors warning him of
another surgery if he continued, he
finally had to listen to his body.

The affable Dane, who has
managed asthma throughout his
career, won consecutive gold medals
at the Tokyo and Paris Olympics and
finished on top in the 2017 and 2022
World Championships. He was also
a part six gold-winning Danish teams
in the European Championships.

“The decision has been made in con-
sultation with the surgeon who oper-
ated on me last year, as well as the
doctors I have been working with,” he
said. “They say that with the pain I am
experiencing now, it could potential-
ly require another surgery, and if that
does not go well, even a more serious
procedure might be necessary.

“In any case, it would mean I
would not be able to compete at the
level required. So, it is simply my body
telling me to stop, and I have to follow
the advice of my doctors,” added the
celebrated shuttler whose last com-
petitive outing was the Denmark
Open in October 2025.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Chennai

Former India off-spinner R
Ashwin believes Chennai Super
Kings’ back-to-back wins will
help ease the pressure on
skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad, while
also urging the out of form
opener to make a slight adjust-
ment to his approach at the
start of his innings.

After opening their cam-
paign with three successive
defeats, five-time champions
CSK have bounced back with
wins over Delhi Capitals and
Kolkata Knight Riders.

“The fact that he’s got a
couple of wins as a captain
should really ease him into
this tournament. Honestly, if
I was sitting in the dugout or
if I were Ruturaj Gaikwad, I
wouldn’t be too fussed. T20 is
a game where you need to
show intent constantly,”
Ashwin said on JioStar.

Gaikwad, however, has
struggled for runs at the top,
managing just 63 in five
games, with a high score of 28.
There has also been growing

chatter around young Ayush
Mhatre opening alongside
Sanju Samson, with the
skipper potentially moving
down to number 3.

Ashwin suggested a techni-
cal tweak, urging Gaikwad to
play “more down the ground”
early in his innings. “There’s
just one small thing I would ask
for. If you look at Ayush Mhatre
or Sanju Samson, they took the
right options by going down the
ground. “Whereas Ruturaj has
been going across the line a
bit more and getting caught
early. It would serve him well
if he took it slightly easier at
the start of his innings, looked
to time the ball, and played
more down the ground,”
Ashwin said. Meanwhile,
former South Africa pacer
Dale Steyn felt Samson’s
century against Delhi Capitals
sparked CSK’s resurgence.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

India’s T20 World Cup-winning
stars Abhishek Sharma and Axar
Patel were noticeable additions to
the National Anti-Doping Agency’s
(NADA) Registered Testing Pool,
which was dominated by athlet-
ics, for the second quarter of the
ongoing year.

Abhishek and Axar have replaced
Smriti Mandhana and Shreyas Iyer
in the latest list of 348 sportspersons
in the RTP who will be required to
share their whereabouts with the
anti-doping agency and be avail-
able for testing in a specified
window everyday. Three failures to
provide whereabouts is considered
a doping violation.

The other cricketing names
remained unchanged with Test
and ODI skipper Shubman Gill,
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Hardik Pandya,
Rishabh Pant, Jasprit Bumrah, K L
Rahul Arshdeep Singh and Tilak
Verma among those picked.

From the women’s team, which

won a historic ODI World Cup last
year, all-rounder Deepti Sharma and
Shafali Verma continue to be on the
list alongside Renuka Singh Thakur.
In all, 14 cricketers have been placed
in the list by the NADA.

The athletics count, which was
118 in the previous NADA RTP, rose
to 134 now and featured all major
names such as steeplechaser
Avinash Sable, hurdler Jyothi
Yarraji, decathlete Tejaswin
Shankar and sprinter Animesh
Kujur among others.

Long jumpers Shaili Singh and M
Sreeshankar and discus thrower
Tajinderpal Singh Toor have also
been named. There are three
archers as well in veteran Deepika
Kumari, Rakesh Kumar Archery and
celebrated para-archer Sheetal Devi.

From hockey, senior stars
Manpreet Singh, skipper
Harmanpreet Singh, Amit Rohidas
and Hardik Singh are there along
with women’s team captain
Salima Tete, Savita Punia, and
Navneet Kaur.
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